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52D CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

1st Session.

REPORT
{ No. 691.

MISSION INDIAN COMMISSION.
MARCH

14, 1892.-Referrecl to the House Calendar ancl ordered -to be printed.

Mr. MCKENNA, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT:
[To accompany H. R. 6076.]

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H.
R. 6076) to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to carry into effect
certain recommendations of the :Mission Indian Commission, and to
issue patents for certain land, having considered the same, report as
follows:
By Ex. Doc. No. 96, and other papers submitted, it appears that the
said reservation was established by executive orders of May 15, 1876,
May 3, 1877, August 25, 1877, and March 9, 1881; but prior to all these
dates the Soutb.ern Pacific Railroad was built through these lands, and,
by virtue of law, claim the odd sections, and citizens of the United
States had settled on some of the even sections, and made their homes,
planted orchards, and made valuable improvements. After the said
reservation was established a number of settlers were ejected ·by the
United States authorities from claims after they had made valuable
improvements. This was the situation of the Morongo Reservation
when the act of January 12, 1891, entitled "An act for the relief of the
Mission Indians in the State of California," was passed, a reservation
in which the Southern Pacific Railroad Company have claims under the
law to odd sections, the homestead and preemption settlers to the even
sections, and the Indians to both the even and the odd sections under
the before-mentioned executive order.
The members of the commission, appointed by authority of the said
act of January 12, 1891, proceeded to California to the said reservation
and arranged and agreed with all the jonflicting interests for a final
and amicable settlement of this reservation, which satisfies the Southern Pacific Railroad Company, which agrees to take other lands in lieu
of the odd sectfons on said reservation, as do several other claimants
on even sections. Two or three claims, however, which are necessary
for the Indians' use, must be purchased. The whole amount of appropriation asked for as necessary to consummate this settlement is but
$5,000. This agreement gives the Indians sufficient good land, valuable water rights, and is satisfactory to all p~rties coll(;erned. It is
appr ved by the President, the honorable Secretary of the Interior,
by P ilip 0. Garrett, of the Indian Rights Association; Horatio N.
Rust, United States Indian agent; Mission Consolidated Agency, of
Colton, Cal.; Albert K. Smiley, member of the United States Board of
Indian Commissioners; and Shirley C. Ward, special United States
attorney for the Mission Indians.
The bill was drafted under the direction of the honorable Secretary
of the Interior for the purpose of carrying out this agreement and we
recommend that it do pass.
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